[Two patients with liver metastasis from gastric cancer who responded remarkably to combined therapy of 5'-DFUR and PSK].
Two patients with liver metastasis from gastric cancer who responded remarkably to a combined therapy of 5'-DFUR and PSK are reported. The first patient had liver metastases 8 months postoperatively. Her AFP level was 513 ng/ml and CEA was 30 ng/ml. After the combined therapy, all liver metastases showed a calcified change. Tumor markers of AFP and CEA decreased remarkably to the normal level within 3 weeks after the therapy. The patient had no relapse as of December 1999. The second patient with liver metastases was treated using the same combined therapy for 14 days preoperatively. The size of liver metastases had decreased remarkably by the time of the operation. A small metastasis of S8 (0.5 x 0.5 cm) was resected. No other liver metastasis was detected by intraoperative ultrasonography. The patient had no relapse as of February 2000. It is reported that PSK produces several cytokines which induce thymidine phosphorylase expression. The present report suggests that the upregulation of PyNPase might enhance the antitumor effect of 5'-DFUR.